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Challenges

Fair or Foul?

August 08, 2024



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Option: Use poll to see how many participants have done clip or video session

Instructor to cover the following points 2-3 minutes:

One of the most important tasks for a team of officials is MATCH CONTROL.

When a challenge occurs, we need to determine if it is Fair or foul.

The officials have few seconds to determine;

Did they 1st make contact with the ball?

Did they make contact with the ball and then the opponent?

Did they make contact with the opponent first?

[Tonight], we will answer these questions and will provide you with practical ideas and guidelines





Types of Offences

» (ffences againset an opponant:
« Charges
« Jumps at
« Kicks or attempts to kick
» Pushes
« Strikes or attempts to strike
« Tacklesor challenges

Direct Free Kick /

Penalty Kick

« Trips or attempts to trip

- Handball
« Holda an opponant
» [mpedeas with contact

Indirect Free Kick L Nk s 5 o Tones Tt b oachd

- Throws an object at the ball, opponent or match officlal or
miakes contect with the ball with a held objact

Focus will be on offences against an opponent resulting In direct free kick offences




Challenges: Fair or Foul?

» How do we determine if a challenge is a foul?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Enter in the QUESTION and your definition of a foul or just have it be a rhetorical question to have participants THINK about before going into the content 

If reading from the QUESTION, then read some that either get careless or the proper consideration
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Challenges: Fair or Foul?

« Laws of the Game - Law 12 Fouls and Misconduct

‘A direct free kick is awarded if a player commits any of the following offences
against an opponent in a manner considered by the referee to be careless,
reckless or using excessive force:

charges, Jumps at, kicks or attempts to kick, pushes, strikes or attemptsto
strike (including head-butt), tackles or challenges, trips or attempts to trip."

Careless Reckless Excessive Force

MO CARD YELLOW CARD RED CARD



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Progression of severity starting with careless, then moving up to reckless (YC), and eventually excessive force (RC) 

Today’s session is not focusing on reckless or excessive force, and instead is going to focus on that line between fair and careless

What’s the definition of careless? Continue on in the LOTG!


Challenges: Fair or Foul?

« Laws of the Game - Law 12 Fouls and Misconduct

‘Careless is when a player shows a lack of attentlon or consideration when
making a challenge or acts without precaution.”

When determining fair or foul, we are really deciding if contact was
normal football contact or careless.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Charges, jumps at, kicks or attempts to kick, pushes, strikes or attempts to strike (including head-butt), tackles or challenges, trips or attempts to trip

If contact does not reach the level of careless, it’s considered fair. You’ll also hear this defined as “normal football contact”




Considerations & Practical Guidance

- Soccer is acontact sport, and we expect some level of contact
between players.

 “Normal football contact” is nat a foul (no foul decision) and is
considered fair play.

- How do we know what “normal football contact” is?
« What do you think is “normal contact?”



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Soccer is a contact sport; we expect some level of contact between players (normal football contact), but we have some guardrails that we can follow to help us determine this

First, by default, contact is legal/fair until it hits the threshold of careless as defined in Law 

Went over the law book definition but what does this mean in a practical sense? 

Let’s go over a few points of guidance that can help us 



Questions to ask yourself when

determining if contact is fair or foul

« Whois in position to fairly play the ball?
« What is the manner in which the challenge is initiated?

 Does the player challenging have a chance to play the ball in a fair manner?
« Consider direction and timing of the challenge.

« Does the player challenge for the ball at the moment the contact is made?
 Does the player touch the ball before making contact with the opponent?

. PI?EES p!gyer make fair or unfair contact with the opponent after touching

« Who s responsible for the contact?

 Doesthe player exceed the necessary use of force when making the
challenge?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not all these considerations apply to every incident. 

Guardrails we can follow to help us determine this:

The manner in which the challenge is initiated

Timing: before ball arrives, when ball there, after ball is gone -> before and after there is not a chance to fairly play the ball; compared to when the ball is present, there is a chance 

Direction: front, behind, side – it’s much riskier from the back to play a ball fairly, and it take much less intensity to make the contact unfair

Use of force: Listen to the players and their reactions after a contact is made. Their reaction can give us a pretty good clue. 

Compare force expected on an adult game vs a U12 game. In the U12 game, the level of necessary/expected force is much lower than that of either a women's or men's adult game. 

How many have gone from refereeing a U16/U17 and then next had a U13 game? You must remember to adjust.



Direction
and Timing



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Slide purpose is to talk through what we look at with direction and timing 

Can also use the pictures to talk through what would make this normal contact vs what could make this into a foul 

Example: Direction from the side, we expect shoulder to shoulder contact to be considered normal during a game, what would make this unfair would be if one of the players dropped their shoulder and goes into the other player using more force than expected and clearly impacts the opponent unfairly 

Example: Direction from behind, as the picture is this is normal contact, if the player in white pushed or used more force to impact opponent in blue, this action could be a foul/unfair. Similarly if the player in blue holds preventing the movement by opponent in white, then that can be a foul/unfair. 

Timing: refers to where the ball is at the time of the challenge.  The ball is present - making it a higher likelihood that the player is challenging for the ball; Late or early, the ball has been played and is gone at the time of the challenge, the player is not challenging for the ball because the ball is not there 



Considerations & Practical Guidance Cont.

+ A player who plays the ball is in an advantageous position...

 _.but a player who plays the ball first may still commit a foul if they play through
an opponent, makes a secondary action, etc.

« Watch the player who may commit the foul.

» We tend towatch the player that receives a possible foul or challenge (victim)
rather than judging the actions of the potential perpetrator.

 Lower body contact is much more objective than upper body contact.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Even though you play the ball, it does not mean that you can’t commit a foul 

“I got the ball ref” is valid to an extent but not the only item we look at 

Depending on the type of challenge, especially with upper body, varying amounts of force and impact are considered normal for the game. 



Fair or Foul Based Upon the Type of Contact

Type of Contact
during Challenge Normal/Fair Careless Foul/Unfair
Arms Arms at the side or in an understandable Arm(s) extended, preventing the opponent

playing position when challenging for theball.  fromgaining a fair way to play the ball (push).

Ball within playing distance and contact from

Upper Body the side, shoulder to shoulder (while moving in
the same direction) with the expected amount
of force for the play.

Opponent comes with higher force to gain
advantage from their contact going through
the opponent (e.g., dipping shoulder)

Slide tackle and the player missed the ball

causing the opponent to fall over the

Slide tackle where the player plays the ball. outstretchedleg (trip).

Lower Body With no secondary movement, the opponent

then makes contact with the outstretched leg. Plays the ball but come through the

opponent's legs.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Deciphering between normal contact and a foul, much of the time, we are looking at the action and the impact of that action



USP
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'ﬂ'ttacking team: in RED
Defending team: in YELLOW



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s an example for discussion
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Play the video
Play it a second time
[ Option to present without discussion as an example ]
or
[ Quick poll to see where the group is at
Discussion with both sides using considerations
Use the video to illustrate – support, confirm, clarify, instruct about player actions ]

Next slide:
Final decision with supporting considerations, interpretations, laws, football understanding 



Summary

» Decision in the example: no foul / normal contact.
» Normal/fair contact is part of soccer.

» Distinguishing between normal/fair and a foul is a critical piece of
match control.

» There are considerations and guidance that helps decideif a
challenge was fair. Depending on the scenario, we select the most
applicable to make the judgement.




USA | VIDEOS

Clip, Poll and Summary




Clips

» For each clip, determine if you have:
« NOFOUL
» FOUL FOR ATTACKING TEAM
» FOUL FOR DEFENDING TEAM




Video Reminders

» Slow-motion vs Live Speed

+ Be careful of slow-motion and looping the video as they tend to make contact

appear more severe. When possible, use live speed to determine most of the
considerations.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not all the considerations apply to every incident. 

For those who have not done many video analysis sessions, this is a quick word of advice regarding slow-motion and normal/live speed of the action by players during a challenge



usp
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‘Attacking team: in WHITE
Defending team: in GREEN
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Video Analysis – Incident 1
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Play the video
Play it a second time
Quick poll to see where the group is at
Discussion with both sides using considerations
Use the video to illustrate – support, confirm, clarify, instruct about player actions 

Next slide:
Final decision with supporting considerations, interpretations, laws, football understanding 



Decision

« Careless charge (foul) by the player in White
« Direct free kick (DFK) for the teamin Green

» The player in White moves towards the opponent rather than
towards the ball

» Low force
« Lack of attention
* Not normal contact



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ensure that the final decision, key considerations, and practical aspects are shared for each incident as appropriate 
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'ﬁ'ttacking team: in RED

Defending team: in BLUE



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Video analysis – Incident 2 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Play the video
Play it a second time
Quick poll to see where the group is at
Discussion with both sides using considerations
Use the video to illustrate – support, confirm, clarify, instruct about player actions 

Next slide:
Final decision with supporting considerations, interpretations, laws, football understanding 



Decision

» No foul by the defender in Blue
» The player in Blue #14 reaches and plays the ball

» The attacker in Red makes the contact (initiates the contact) with
the opponent and then falls



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ensure that the final decision, key considerations, and practical aspects are shared for each incident as appropriate 
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'ﬁ'ttacking team: in RED
Defending team: in WHITE



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Video analysis – Incident 3 



Lakeshore FC 4365 0

— - :
! . 5 o ’ F "‘

-]

L ]

| - e
=
1 \
il i Wl .n K¢
: s e B o "USL LN IR LA
- id . o 1 -Vﬁ "h‘ -
n_- - > _\ ::_ .-:: s - u‘lk

! — = o g -

Vo -

) 2a
- -



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Play the video
Play it a second time
Quick poll to see where the group is at
Discussion with both sides using considerations
Use the video to illustrate – support, confirm, clarify, instruct about player actions 

Next slide:
Final decision with supporting considerations, interpretations, laws, football understanding 



Decision

» Careless charge (foul) by the player in White
» Direct free kick (DFK) for the attacking teamin RED

 The player in White moves towards the opponent and charges on the
back of the player in Red

» Low force and lack of attention
« Not normal contact

» Teamwork is important in this example given the proximity of the
incident to the assistant referee



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ensure that the final decision, key considerations, and practical aspects are shared for each incident as appropriate 
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Attacking team: in RED
Defending team: in WHITE
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Video analysis – incident 4





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Play the video
Play it a second time
Quick poll to see where the group is at
Discussion with both sides using considerations
Use the video to illustrate – support, confirm, clarify, instruct about player actions 

Next slide:
Final decision with supporting considerations, interpretations, laws, football understanding 


Decision

« Careless challenge (foul) by the player in Red
- Direct free kick (DFK) for the goalkeeper's team

 The player in Red moves towards the opponent goalkeeper and
challenges by sliding making contact

 Consider vulnerability of the goalkeeper
» Lack of attention

* Not normal contact



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ensure that the final decision, key considerations, and practical aspects are shared for each incident as appropriate 



Questions to ask yourself when

determining if contact is fair or foul

« Whois in position to fairly play the ball?
« What is the manner in which the challenge is initiated?

 Does the player challenging have a chance to play the ball in a fair manner?
« Consider direction and timing of the challenge.

« Does the player challenge for the ball at the moment the contact is made?
 Does the player touch the ball before making contact with the opponent?

. PI?EES p!gyer make fair or unfair contact with the opponent after touching

« Who s responsible for the contact?

 Does p!ayer exceed the necessary use of force when making the
challenge?



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As Summary

Not all the considerations apply to every incident. 

Guardrails we can follow to help us determine this:

The manner in which the challenge is initiated

Timing: before ball arrives, when the ball is there, and after ball is gone -> before and after, there is not a chance to fairly play the ball; when the ball is present, then there is a chance 

Direction: front, behind, side – it’s much riskier from the back to play a ball fairly, and it takes much less intensity to make the contact unfair


Use of force: Listen to the players and their reactions after a contact is made. Their reaction can give us a pretty good clue. 

Compare force expected on an adult game vs a U12 game. In the U12 game, the level of necessary/expected force is much lower than that of either a women's or men's adult game. 

How many have gone from refereeing a U16/U17 and then next, had a U13 game? You must remember to adjust.



Considerations & Practical Guidance Cont.

+ A player who plays the ball is in an advantageous position...

 _.but a player who plays the ball first may still commit a foul if they play through
an opponent, makes a secondary action, etc.

« Watch the player who may commit the foul.

» We tend towatch the player that receives a possible foul or challenge (victim)
rather than judging the actions of the potential perpetrator.

 Lower body contact is much more objective than upper body contact.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a Summary (Continued) 

Even though you play the ball, it does not mean that you can’t commit a foul 

“I got the ball ref” is valid to an extent but not the only item we look at 

Depending on the type of challenge, especially with upper body, varying amounts of force and impact are considered normal for the game. 




THANK YOU!
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